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Then and Now

Then Now



Social or Unsocial?



Smartphone

Life seems to be extremely 
difficult, if not impossible, 

without Smartphone



Unlearning 
Vs 

Learning
•Man is unlearning. 

•Eg.  We rarely remember 10 
phone numbers today

•Machines are learning.

• Eg. They can remember 
unlimited number of things.



Artificial Intelligence

• Machines are learning to think
and suggest.

• Chess Games.



Linguistic Intelligence

• Machines are learning to speak. 

• They often speak more correct English than 
most humans do.

• Smart speakers



Human Language

• Noam Chomsky assumes that a kind of
language organ within the mind is part of
the genetic make-up of humans.

• A system which makes it possible from a
limited set of rules to construct an
unlimited number of sentences is not
found in any other species.



Today’s Language
• “ The language around us is not alive and

human but mechanical and dead. It no longer

speaks to us in the voice of a real man--a man

who was born, is living, and will one day die.

Rather it speaks with inhuman speech or clatter

or glossiness of the machine in which one cog

communicates with other cogs in the language

of the machine of which they are both merely

parts. The language we use, like the air we

breathe, the water we drink, and the food we

eat, is increasingly polluted. ”

-Ronald Gross (On Language Pollution, Paper presented  at 

International Semantics,  Denver, Colorado, August, 1969 )



Pollution

• Pollutants damage the quality of a language
making is not very safer for use.

• As long as a language is successful in conveying
feelings of people, it is good to be used.

• Mixing of unwanted elements reduces its quality,
harming the intelligibility of the language.

• Such a language generally fails to convey the
feeling, emotion, and warmth of the speaker –
the characteristic that makes it human language.



Language Pollution
• Pollution?

• Purity Vs Impurity

• Interference of machines.

• Machine language. 

• Impure Language.

• Mixing of unwanted 
elements.

• Limited intelligibility.

• Vary from person to person



Language of Social Media



Short Cuts
• New short coinages:BTW, LOL, 

ASAP, RIP, OMG, TTYL 

• Vowel-less words:
Lrn, nfrml, spd, shrt-hnd

• Letters and numbers for 
words: l8r, gr8, fi9, any1

• Common short forms: 
&, @, etc. ,i.e. , b/w

• Letters for words:   c u -see 
you

• Symbols for words:  :-* (hug), 
© (copyright)

• First few letters of word: 
exam., com., dept.



Effect on Language (Writing)



People’s Reaction to Short Forms

• TC, U2HD.
• 1. “Writing ‘Happy Diwali’ is better. What is HD, ‘High Definition’

or ‘Happy Diwali?’ We may now have HC for ‘Happy Christmas,’
HNY for ‘Happy New Year’ and HBD for ‘Happy Birth Day.’ Would
you like such expressions for yourself?”– Chesta, Raipur.

• 2. “We have already lost our culture by replacing “Shubh Diwali”
with “Happy Diwali” and now HD what we are…a person with less
feelings and emotions.” – Sweta, Bhubaneshwar.

• 3. “I really feel offended when people shorten their wishes.
That’s why I prefer staying away from social media. People like
posting bland and essence-less messages on festivals. Some
wishes sometimes sound so fake that it clutters both the mind
and the inbox.” – Riya, Bhopal.



People’s Reaction to Short Forms
• 4. “I don’t like these short forms for conveying a message. I think 

emotions are connected to heart. HD fails to convey the warmth 
and emotion of the message. I am not clear whether HD stands for 
‘Happy Diwali’ or ‘Happy Dhanteras.’ Instead we can send our voice 
message to covey our feelings and warm wishes.” – Sudhanshu, 
Varanasi.

• 5. “Short forms does not convey the message and emotion as 
real words do. They are more risky to be used and are more prone 
to misinterpretations.” –Bhawpreeta, Patna.

• 6. “Short forms lack warmth of wishing. It’s not acceptable to me 
at all. People should stop doing that.” – Rashmi, Kolkata. 



Effects on Language (Morphology)

• Slowly and gradually changing/replacing standard spelling.

• New substandard abbreviations/acronyms are added to the 
vocabulary. 

• Non-formal language mixes with standard language.



Emoji



Chatting with Emoji? 



50%

25%

12%

13%

Use  of  Emojis and  Symbols

Easy to use

Language problem

Saves time

Can express emotions well

Source:  Survey of students of XI-XII, KV Kankarbagh, Patna

Why do we use such languages?



Forward or Backward move?



Rule of the Thumb



Effect on Language (Morphology)

• Symbols replacing words.

• Verbal language replacing visual (sign) language.

• Make people dumb.

• Misunderstand the sender.

• Adverse psycho emotional effects on the users.

• Emerging as a new language on its own.

• Moby Dick is translated into pictographs in 2013 by
Benenson.

• Word of the Year 2015, emoji with laughing face and
tears.



Word Cloud: Phrases? Meaninglessness?



Grammar? Spelling? Meaning?



Effect on Language (Grammar/Syntax)

• Phrases replacing 
sentences.

• Increase in use of 
slang.

• Non-formal 
language replacing 
formal language.



Physical/Virtual Keying



Speech-Text Conversion



Text to Speech Conversion



Effect on Language (Calligraphy)

• Preference to typing 
text/writing.

• Adverse effect on 
calligraphy.

• Deterioration in 
handwriting practice. 

• More mechanical.

• Machine language 
more effective.



Machine Translation



Effect (of Machine Translation) on Language

• Word to word 
translation.

• Generally Fails 
to convey real 
meaning.

• Emotionally 
detached 
translation.



Machine Transliteration



Effect of Transliteration on Language 
(Phonology and Writing)

• Pronunciati
on may 
differ.

• Threat to 
the script 
of source 
language.



Auto Correction Tools

• Spell checker.

• Grammar check.

• Word 
suggestion.

• Sentence error.

• Underline?



Auto Correction Tools
(Ginger/Grammarly)



Effect on Language/Cognition

• Hilarious corrections.

• Kills recall/memory.

• Learning? Or 
Unlearning?

• Karuna  Kareena



Wishing/Greeting: Mechanical 



Effect on Language (Semantics)

• Emotionless and 
mechanical 
language.

• Monotony in 
expression. 

• Lack of warmth of 
feeling/wishes.

• Irritating. 



Visual Ads. Deliberately made? 



Visual Ads. Ignorantly made?



Effect on Language

• Makes language 
informal.

• Become cliché.

• May replace 
original words.

• May change 
grammar or word 
category.



Audio Ads/Songs

• Rap Songs flourishes because of escapism.

• 25 Rap Songs that make you want to punch 
someone in the face.

• Golden Raspberry Award for Worst Original Song.

• Slang/Vulgar language used in such songs.

• Pleasing/Soothing Songs Vs Irritating noise.

• Some Bollywood examples of such songs:

– But Pappu cant dance %*#%$@.

– Apna time Aayega..Tu %*#%$@ hi to aaya hai
kya %*#%$@ leke jayega.



Online Videos/Seasons/Movies
Flood of Uncensored Content

• Anyone can make and post content online. 

• No censoring of the content by the authorized agencies.

• No certification of suitability of content to age group.

• Prime video, Zee5, Hotstar, Vigo, Tiktok, Facebook, Youtube etc. are 
very popular among youths.

• Some famous content among youths include Mirzapur, Comicstanetc.



Effect on Language (Semantics/Sociolinguistics)

• Informal language 

• Offensive language

• Abusive language

• Double-meaning language

• Unacceptable/objectionable 
language 

• Inappropriate content for 
young minds



Smart Speakers



Linguistic Intelligence in Machines

• Artificial Intelligence in 
language learning by machines.

• Behaviorism in language 
learning by machines.

• Learns from repetition.



Limitations of Smart Speakers



MY EXPERIMENTS WITH SMART SPEAKERS. 



Chat with Machines - Google Assistant



Role Reversal

Human speak like machines…
Machines speak like human. 



Effect on language (Phonology)

• Robotic machine response (language).

• Can understand only machine 
language/command.

• Can not understand emotionally influenced 
language.

• Can not perceive mood.

• Ready-made reply.

• Isolating people.



Trans-humans (Some Predictions)

• Transporters.

• Transformers.

• I, Robot. Robot.

• Inception.

• Her.

• Avataar.



Man’s Vs Machines

• Humans are behaving like machines.

• Machines are behaving like human.

• Man made machines.

• Machines will master man soon.

• Master Vs Slave

• Down of new species.



Tech-Addiction

• A mental disease.

• Tech-less test.

• Effect on other 
species.



Redefining Teacher’s Role

Learning Counselor



Problem

• Language 
pollution.

• Language 
change. 

• Tech 
Addiction.



Purifiers?

• Water Purifiers

• Air Purifier

• Vegetable Purifier

• Language Purifier?



What to do?

• Let language change…change is better.

• Technology as language filter?

• Teacher as language filter?

• Avoid social media and technology? 

• I really don’t have a proper solution.



My Opinion

No app can replace lap.



Thank you.



Questions. 

Suggestions. 

Observations. 

Feedbacks.  


